
Love for the Unloved 
“You’re greatest ministry will likely come out of your 
greatest hurt.” This sentiment from Pastor Rick Warren 
hits the nail on the head, 
especially in regard to Pastor 
Lamech Gunasekaran (or 
Guna, as we know and love 
him). Guna was orphaned as 
a child and found care 
t h ro u g h t h e “ H e l p f o r 
S t r a n d e d C h i l d r e n ” 
organization in India. Like so many of the children now 
represented in the 20 Homes of Hope Guna oversees, 
young Guna found encouragement and help through 
the compassion of sponsors. The Zurmūhl 
family from Wolbeck, Germany, began a 
re la t ionsh ip w i th Guna th rough 
sponsorship around 50 years ago. 
Christa and Ulrich Zurmūhl made a 
lasting impact on Guna’s life, to the 
extent of Pastor Guna and his wife, 
Victoria, bestowing German monikers on 
their three sons, Heinrich, Friedrich, and 
Ulrich (Zurmūhl’s namesake). Ulrich 
Zurmūhl traveled to India several times 
to visit Guna, and was even a guest at 
Guna and Victoria’s wedding*. As part of 
an organization called the One World 
C i rc le , Zu rmūh l i n t roduced the 
chairwoman, Ingrid Sieverding, to the 
work being done through the Calvary 
Chapel Trust (our ministry partner in 
India). The OWK has partnered with the 
Homes of Hope and have been 

steadfast in their support and advocacy since 2006. 

Recently, Ulrich Zurmūhl passed away and Pastor Guna 
was asked to speak at the funeral service. The bond 
created through sponsorship has spanned a lifetime 

and moves forward into 
generations to come. We are 
forever grateful to Christa 
and Ulrich Zurmūhl for their 
tender hearts to love those in 
need; what a beaut i fu l 
testament of our savior, 
Jesus Christ. Sponsors, your 

compassion is a direct reflection of Christ’s unfailing 
love. It is remarkable to consider the chain effect of 
your love poured out to the children in the Homes of 
Hope. Thank you.
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Pastor Guna pictured above with ÖWK 
chairwoman, Ingrid Sieverding. Sieverding has 
traveled to India four times since being 
introduced to the ministry by the Zurmūhls 2006. 

Pastor Guna with two of the boys in 
the Homes of Hope
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A Future and a Hope 
It is exciting to share many of the impactful ministries available to the children in the Homes of Hope, families of the 
staff in India, and outreach programs to communities. Would you consider partnering with us in these ministry 
opportunities? Here are some immediate needs:

1) HOH Children Summer Holiday - This is for children who stay in the Homes of Hope during Summer break. The 
staff in India usually take them on a nice tour to a place in South India. In the past, for example, children have been 
taken to a waterpark for a summer holiday. The children who remain in the homes during summer break are the 
ones who have no parents and no guardians. The need is $8,889.

2) HOH Children's Higher Education - This is for higher education cost for the children pursuing some form of 
continued education in the Homes of Hope. These funds are spent on their tuition fees and college fees. The need 
for this is $45,000.

3) Summer school training & material  - This is for children's Bible school in the summer break. Nearly 50,000 
children in South India are reached through this ministry each summer. Skilled staff in India will prepare material and 
train the teachers. The need is $9,333

4) Staff Children Education - This is for children of the pastors, caretakers and workers. Send Hope Now funds 
around 20% of their annual education. The need is $14,592
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All Things New 
Working in a ministry that serves orphans with HIV can bring a 
sobering reminder of the brokenness of our world. Receiving a prayer 
request for a 16-year-old boy who is gravely ill in the hospital today, 
the sting of suffering can feel overwhelming. In God’s perfect timing, 
a sister in Christ reached out in response to this prayer request with 
the following exhortation, “We grieve for a while for those who suffer, 
yet our hearts are lifted as we look up and see that their Redeemer 
lives in resurrected glory. So shall they be. Soon he will be rejoicing in 
the fullness of joy with our precious Jesus.” 


We ask that you would join us in praying for Maharaja (pictured here), 
and for the hundreds of HIV afflicted children in the care of the 
Homes of Hope in India. When we pray, we have the very timely 
reminder of the resurrection, and we have great hope. 


“Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory?  
O death, where is your sting?” 1 Corinthians 15:55

30 New Child Sponsorships and counting… 
Our goal for 2019 is this: We are asking God to provide sponsors for 100% of the children in Homes of HOPE in 
India by the end of this year. Thanks to generous sponsors like you, we are well underway!


Since the beginning of the year we have received 30 new child sponsorships! Seeing these sponsorships come 
through for the precious children of India is miraculous, and we praise God for each and every one. Thank you!  

There are still opportunities to sponsor children just like Maharaja. If you are interested in sponsoring a child through 
the Homes of Hope, or if you would like to invite a friend or family member into the sponsorship family, please visit our 
website: sendhopenow.org/sponsorship
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